
Journal-World
®

CLASSIFIED..............2B-3B
DATEBOOK.......................2B

DEATHS...........................2A
HEALTH...................3A-4A

OPINION......................... 6A
PUZZLES............... COMICS

SPORTS....................1B, 4B
TV LISTINGS.................... 4B

Sunny  |  High: 61°  |  Low: 35°  |  Forecast, 4B
Journal-World

L A W R E N C E 

LJWorld.com  |  KUSports.com

®

PUBLISHED SINCE 1891$3.00  /  LJWorld.com
Sunday • May 10 • 2020

VOL. 162 / NO. 131 / 16 PAGES

$175
in coupons & savings

INSIDE: MORE THAN

DWINDLING 
POPULATION

Each box below repre-
sents the inmate popula-
tion on a specific date. 
Each dot represents 
one inmate in custody. 
The 74 green dots are 
inmates who were jailed 
on all four dates.

MARCH 2: 
188 inmates
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MARCH 16: 
175 inmates
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APRIL 17: 
132 inmates
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JAN. 10: 
207 inmates

L A W R E N C E 

Jail’s population 
has plummeted,

but will it stay 
down?

Local law  
enforcement: 
Numbers will 
likely rebound 
as state reopens

T
he population of the Doug-
las County Jail has dropped 
significantly since the coro-
navirus was declared a glob-
al pandemic and local and 
state officials began taking 
action to stop the spread. 

The numbers have prompted local 
opponents of the planned expansion 
of the jail to amplify their call for 
criminal justice reform. However, 
local law enforcement officials do 
not think the lower numbers will last 
once stay-at-home orders are lifted. 

“I think we’re living in an abnormal 
time; we should expect to see some 

abnormal numbers,” 
said Patrick Comp-
ton, spokesman for 
the Lawrence Police 
Department. 

In order to un-
derstand what’s go-
ing on with the jail 
population numbers 
amid COVID-19, the 
Journal-World has 
been reviewing data 
on inmates in custody 
and inmates who have 
been released from 
custody since ap-
proximately the week 
of March 9, when the 
virus was declared a 
worldwide pandemic. 

For context, on 
March 12, the chief 
judge of the Doug-

las County District Court issued an 
administrative order authorizing the 
sheriff to release some inmates who 
were symptomatic or at increased 
risk for COVID-19 to self-quarantine 
for 14 days. An order from the Kansas 
Supreme Court the following week 
halted in-person court proceedings 
indefinitely. 

By Mackenzie Clark
l l l

mclark@ljworld.com

‘‘I think 
we’re liv-
ing in an 
abnormal 
time; we 
should 
expect to 
see some 
abnormal 
numbers.”
— Lawrence 
Police 
Department 
spokesman 
Patrick Compton

Drop in reimbursements 
won’t stop restaurants’ 
student meal program

Local restaurants 
have stepped up for a 
second month to make 
sure Lawrence students 
will be able to receive 
meals while schools are 
closed for the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

But this time the res-
taurants are participat-
ing in the meal service 
mostly through their 
goodwill — rather than 

for the ad-
ditional benefit of earn-
ing a profit — because 
the program has de-
creased its reimburse-
ment to the restaurants 
by nearly half.

Global Cafe owner 
Kate Gonzalez, who is 

participating in the pro-
gram, said the decrease 
in revenue didn’t faze her 
or the other restaurants at 
all, as all 10 participating 
restaurants chose to con-
tinue in the program. 

By Dylan Lysen
dlysen@ljworld.com

Nursing facilities say they’re 
not ready for state to reopen

Topeka — Residents and patients 
in under-resourced nursing homes, 
where outbreaks have fueled more 

than half of Kan-
sas’ coronavirus 
deaths, will likely 
pay the steep-
est price for the 
state reopening its 
economy.

Nursing homes, 
assisted living 
centers and simi-

lar state-licensed facilities don’t 
have enough protective gear or 
testing to shield the people who 

are most vulnerable to COVID-19, 
experts say. And even if the facili-
ties stay on lockdown, the state’s 
decision to lift stay-at-home orders 
could lead to more asymptomatic 
staff unwittingly carrying the virus 
to work.

By Celia Llopis-Jepsen
Kansas News Service ‘‘We could test any and 

everybody. That’s how we 
(could) keep the virus out of 
institutional care.”

— Monte Coffman, executive director of Health 
Management of Kansas
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Overnight fire destroys tipi 
honoring Haskell graduates

An overnight fire de-
stroyed a tipi at Haskell 
Indian Nations Univer-
sity that had been built to 
honor the school’s 2020 
graduates.

The HINU student 
newspaper, the Haskell 
Indian Leader, first re-
ported about the fire, 
which occurred early 
Saturday morning. Many 
associated with Haskell 
and the larger Lawrence 
community expressed 
dismay about the incident 
on social media, noting 
the structure’s cultural 
significance as well as its 
importance to the gradu-
ates who had their final 
semester upended by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Fire officials said the 
incident is under in-
vestigation, though the 

university and local pub-
lic safety agencies had re-
leased little information 
about the incident or its 
cause on Saturday. 

Firefighters were called 
to the Haskell campus 

around 4:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Lawrence-Douglas Coun-
ty Fire Medical Division 
Chief Tom Fagan said late 
Saturday afternoon. 

By Elvyn Jones
ejones@ljworld.com

Elvyn Jones/Journal-World Photo

THE POLES OF A TIPI ARE PICTURED ON THE HASKELL 
INDIAN NATIONS UNIVERSITY CAMPUS on Saturday after 
an overnight fire destroyed the structure.
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‘‘It feels really good to be filling 
our days with purpose.”
— Kate Gonzalez, owner of Global Cafe

NCAA: SPORTS PROBABLY WON’T 
START UP ALL AT ONCE. PAGE 1B

NEW FLAREUPS IN REOPENING COUNTRIES. 10A
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